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SUBJECT: VISIT OF HASSIB BEN AMMAR 

REF: TUNIS 3062 

1 . PER SCENARIO IN REFTEL, FORMER TUNISIAN DEFENSE MINISTER 
HASSIB BEN AMMAR CALLED DESK OFFICER FROM NEW YORK AND 
ADVISED THAT HE AND DR. BEN JAAFAR WERE VISITING U.S. AS 
AUTHORIZED DELEGATES OF THE PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE TO 
ORGANIZE A NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PUBLIC LIBERTIES. HE 
SAID THAT HE AND BEN JAAFAR WOULD ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON 
EVENING OF MAY 11, AND ASKED THAT DESK OFFICER ORGANIZE 
A MEETING WITH "DES HAUTES PERSONALITIES" IN THE DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE, SPECIFICALLY SECRETARY VANCE OR UNDER SECRETARY 
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HABIB. DESK OFFICER REGRETTED THAT NEITHER WOULD BE IN 
WASHINGTON UNTIL LATER IN THE MONTH. IN THAT EVENT, BEN 
AMMAR SAID, HE WOULD PREFER THAT THERE BE NO FORMAL MEET- 
INGS WITH USG OFFICIALS. HE ADDED THAT HE AND BEN JAAFAR 
HAD NOT MET WITH ANY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS DURING THEIR 
PREVIOUS VISITS IN FRANCE AND UK. 
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2. IN REPLY TO DESK OFFICER'S QUESTIONS, BEN AMMAR RE- 
PORTED THAT DELEGATION HAD MET WITH INTERESTED INTERNATIONAL 

GROUPS IN FRANCE, SWITZERLAND AND UK, AND WITH PRESS. 
INTERVIEWS HELD WITH "JOURNAL DE GENEVE," "LE MONDE," AND 
"LONDON TIMES/SUNDAY TIMES." "LE MONDE" HAD PUBLISHED 
ARTICLE ON MAY 5 AND "SUNDAY TIMES" ON MAY 8. (REQUEST 
THAT EMBASSIES LONDON AND PARIS POUCH COPIES OF ARTICLES 
TO EMBASSY TUNIS AND TO DEPARTMENT.) 

3. IN NEW YORK, BEN AMMAR SAID HE AND BEN JAAFAR HAD MET 
WITH UNITED NATIONS BRANCH OF THE UNITED METHODIST OFFICE, 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF JURISTS, AND THE NATIONAL 
RIGHTS GUILD (SIC). FURTHER MEETINGS WITH HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS WERE SCHEDULED, AND A MEETING WITH NEW YORK 
TIMES. IN WASHINGTON, BEN AMMAR SAID HE HOPED TO MEET 
WITH THE WASHINGTON POST, AND ASKED THAT WE ARRANGE SUCH 
A MEETING. DESK OFFICER SAID HE WAS HESITANT TO SERVE 

AS INTERMEDIARY FOR MEETING WITH PRESS, AND BEN AMMAR 
IMMEDIATELY GRASPED POINT, SAYING PRESS IN U.S. IS "10 
TIMES AS FREE AS OURS." WE OFFERED WHATEVER REASONABLE 
FACILITATIVE SERVICE WE COULD PROVIDE TO BEN AMMAR, WHO 
WILL BE STAYING AT CAPITAL HILTON. CHRISTOPHER 
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